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“FORTY-TWO: THE HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE TO TEACHING LEGAL RESEARCH TO THE
GOOGLE GENERATION,” 39 AKRON LAW REVIEW 151 (2006).

In this article written by lan Gallacher, Asst. Professor of Law
and Director of Legal Research and Writing at Syracuse
University, the need to continue the practice of teaching the
use of print materials to law students is eloquently addressed.
For legal information specialists and practicing attorneys there

are many noteworthy statements.

“In effect, legal research is where law students first begin to
think of the law in a problem-solving light and where, in true
Kingsfieldian terms, they begin to think like lawyers.”

Professor Gallacher warns of the dangers of novice
researchers relying solely on electronic resources since they
“will almost certainly find some relevant information on the
topic at hand and they will find [it] quickly and with ease. But
that success might lead to overconfidence and incomplete
research.”

Cited in Gallacher’s article is a 1998 article by Mark
Herrmann, a partner in the Cleveland law firm of Jones Day,
who stated “[m]ost new lawyers begin their legal research by
turning on a computer. This is almost invariably wrong. The
reason for his antipathy to computerized research at the
beginning of a project, Herrmann tells us, is the inability of
legal researchers searching primary law databases to map out
the general contours of an area of law before they search for
individual landmarks in that area. Accordingly, he notes,
young associates in contemporary law firms should first utilize
paper-based secondary sources such as treatises, then move

on to case digests before reading cases.”

Learning this contour of the law and developing a sense of the
interrelatedness of legal doctrines is how a researcher is able
to cull an “answer” from “information.” Gallacher goes on to
say that, “At its most fundamental, we research the law
because we cannot think about the law until we know what the
law is. Put simply, our ability to think about the law is limited

by the completeness of legal information at our disposal.”

In April, the U.S. Supreme Court adopted a rule change that
will allow lawyers to cite unpublished opinions in federal
courts starting next year. In June, a national legal informa-
tion database provider announced a restructuring of search
charges in order to bill subscribers an additional cost for
access to these opinions that heretofore had been included
in the basic subscription rates. Robert Berring, former Dean
of the School of Law at the University of California at Berk-
ley, refers to such a step as “the Rupert Murdoch scenario,”
in which the legal information system could become hostage
to the larger world of information commerce. Gallacher
comments that “Certainly the economics of legal informa-
tion, and the attractiveness of lawyer demographics, make

this ‘nightmare’ situation a possibility.”

Whether or not the practice of law could fall victim to the
quick and easy Google-type research with incomplete results
or the avoidance of cost-prohibitive databases in order to
reduce charges for clients, the need for practitioners to have
available to them a stable and credible collection of tools
has not been diminished by the benefits of electronic

services nor its whimsical features.

“In effect, legal research is where law students
first begin to think of the law in a problem-
solving light and where, in true Kingsfieldian
terms, they begin to think like lawyers.”

Gallacher concludes his article by stating, “One of the
attractions of ‘The Hitchhiker’'s Guide to the Galaxy’ is that it
has the words ‘DON’T PANIC’ printed in large friendly letters
on its cover.” In paraphrasing, it seems that “with care and
attention, the Dayton Law Library should be able to give at
least the same assurance to practitioners as they enter the
complex world of contemporary legal research.
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ADA “Problem Employees: “Merely Cantankerous” or Substantially Limited in Their Ability to Interact with Others.”
74 University of Cincinnati Law Review 1135 (Spring 2006, No. 3).

ADVANCED DIRECTIVES “Listening to the Disabled: End-of-Life Medical Decision Making and the Never Competent.” 74 Fordham Law
Review 2889 (April 2006, No. 5).

BANKRUPTCY “The Bankruptcy Abuse and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 Consumer Bankruptcy Amendments.”
30 ALI-ABA Business Law Course Materials Journal 5 (April 2006, No. 2).

“Bankruptcy and State Collections: The Case of the Missing Garnishments.” 91 Cornell Law Review 603
(March 2006, No. 3).

“The Discharge of Student Loans in Bankruptcy: A Debtors’ Guide to Obtaining Relief.” 32 Ohio Northern
University Law Review 149 (2006, No. 1).

“Undue Hardship in the Bankruptcy Courts: An Empirical Assessment of the Discharge of Educational Debt.”
74 University of Cincinnati Law Review 405 (Winter 2005, No. 2).

“Are Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys Considered “Debt Relief Agencies” Under the New Bankruptcy Act?”
77 Cleveland Bar Journal 14 (April 2006, No. 6).

CONTRACT LAW “Specific Performance Versus Damages for Breach of Contract: An Economic Analysis.” 84 Texas Law
Review 831 (March 2006, No. 4).

CRIMINAL LAW “When Punishing Innocent Conduct Violates the Eighth Amendment: Applying the Robinson Doctrine to Home-
lessness and Other Contextual ‘Crimes.” ” 96 Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology 329 (Fall 2005, No. 1).

“Using Suppression Hearing Testimony to Prove Good Faith Under United States v. Leon.” 54 University of
Kansas Law Review 155 (October 2005, No. 1).

EMPLOYMENT LAW “Last Chance Agreements: How Many Chances is an Employee Entitled To?” 2005 Journal of Dispute
Resolution 467 (No. 2).

“Pounding Square Pegs into Round Holes: Non-Compete Agreements for Temporary Employees Stand Existing
Law on its Head.” 21 The Labor Lawyer 199 (Fall 2005, No. 2).

“The Employee Polygraph Act of 1988: A Focus on the Act’s Exemptions and Limitations.” 51 Loyola Law
Review 911 (Winter 2005, No. 4).

“Where Have You Gone, Law and Economic Judges? Economic Analysis Advice to Courts Considering the
Enforceability of Covenants Not to Compete Signed After At-Will Employment has Commenced.” 66 Ohio State
Law Journal 1105 (2005, No. 5).

ESTATE PLANNING “Know the Differences: Why all Charitable Deductions are not Equal.” 145 Trust & Estates 36
May 2006, No. 5).

FAMILY LAW “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren and the Implications for Inheritance.” 48 Arizona Law Review 1
(2006, No. 1).

“Divorce for the Senior Citizen or Disabled Person.” 16 Experience 12 (Spring 2006, No. 3).

“The Dissolution of Same-Sex Relationships (with Sample Language).” 52 The Practical Lawyer 11
(June 2006, No. 3).

“Crime and Parenthood: The Uneasy Case for Prosecuting Negligent Parents.” 100 Northwestern
University Law Review 807 (Winter 2006, No. 2).

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PUBLISHED BY THE DAYTON LAW LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
41 NORTH PERRY ST. P.0O. BOX 972 DAYTON OH 45422-2490
(937) 225-4496 FAX (937) 225-5056
WWW.DAYLAWLIB.ORG JOANNE R. BEAL, LAW LIBRARIAN
BOARD OF TRUSTEES - GORDON D. ARNOLD, PRESIDENT; WILLIAM A. ROGERS, JR., VICE PRESIDENT;
JOSEPH M. RIGOT, SECRETARY; JANET K. COOPER, TREASURER; JOSEPH P. BUCHANAN, TRUSTEE;
ROBERT N. FARQUHAR, TRUSTEE; DAVID C. GREER, TRUSTEE.



ISSUE NO. 72

Page 3

JOURNAL WATCH—CONTINUED

FMLA

IMMIGRATION
JURISDICTION

LABOR LAW

LEGAL ETHICS

LEGAL WRITING

LLC’s

MEDIATION
PRACTICE OF LAW

PRIVACY

REAL ESTATE

REAL PROPERTY

ROTH 401(k)

SCHOOL LAW

TAX LAW

“Under Construction: Questioning Whether Statutory Construction Principles Justify Individual Liability Under the
Family and Medical Leave Act.” 71 Missouri Law Review 71 (Winter 2006, No. 1).

“Representing a Non-Citizen in a Criminal Case.” 77 Cleveland Bar Journal 14 (May 2006, No. 7).
“Subject Matter Jurisdiction of the Ohio Court of Claims.” 20 Ohio Lawyer 10 (May/June 2006, No. 3).

“Taylor v. Douglas Co.: Applying Ohio’s Prevailing-Wage Law to Institutions Supported in Whole or in Part by
Public Funds.” 37 University of Toledo Law Review 497 (Winter 2006, No. 2).

“More Than Lawyers: The Legal and Ethical Implications of Counseling Clients of Nonlegal Considerations.”
55 Defense Law Journal 151 (Spring 2006, No. 1).

“Write Briefs that use the Facts to Establish your Theme of the Case.” 92 ABA Journal 26 (April 2006, No. 4).

“The Alarming Potential for Foreclosures and Dissolution by an LLC Member’s Personal Creditors.”
20 Probate & Property 42 (May/June 2006, No. 3).

“What Mediators Really Want to Hear.” 42 Trial 24 (April 2006, No. 4).
“A Lawyer’s Step-by-Step Guide to Originating Business.” 32 Law Practice 44 (March 2006, No. 2).

“Every Time You Brake, Every Move You Make - I'll be Watching You: Protecting Driver Privacy in Event Data
Recorder Information.” 2006 Wisconsin Law Review 135 (No. 1).

“Commercial Real Estate Construction Lending (with Forms) (Part 1).” 22 The Practical Real Estate Lawyer 29
(March 2006, No. 2).

“Commercial Real Estate Construction Lending (with Forms) (Part 2).” 22 The Practical Real Estate Lawyer 7
(May 2006, No. 3).

“The Burden of an Easement.” 40 Real Property, Probate and Trust Journal 639 (Winter 2006, No. 4).

“Designated Roth Contributions under Section 401(k) plans - IRS gives us the Details.” 104 Journal of Taxation
268 (May 2006, No. 5).

“Risking Safety for School Spirit.” 42 Trial 52 (April 2006, No. 4).
“New Rules on the Treatment of Severance Pay.” 13 Journal of Pension Benefits 31 (Spring 2006, No. 3).
“The ‘State of the Art’ in like-kind exchanges, 2006.” 104 Journal of Taxation 138 (March 2006, No. 3).

“New IRS Ruling Unveils Restrictive Approach to Like-Kind Exchanges of Intangibles.” 104 Journal of Taxation
208 (April 2006, No. 4).

“What will be the Long-term Impact of the Sixth Circuit’s Divided Decision in Dow Chemical?” 104 Journal of
Taxation 332 (June 2006, No. 6).

“Ensure Deductibility of Expenses from Hobby-like Activities.” 76 Practical Tax Strategies 224
(April 2006, No. 4).

“Periodic Payments Avoid Penalty on Early Retirement Distributions.” 76 Practical Tax Strategies 269
(May 2006, No. 5).

“Special Schooling Tuition May be a Deductible Medical Expense.” 76 Practical Tax Strategies 279
(May 2006, No. 5).

“Looking Ahead to the 2007 Filing Season: More E-filing Required.” 76 Practical Tax Strategies 355
(June 2006, No. 6).

“The New Uniform Definition of a Child Under the Working Families Tax Relief Act of 2004.”
84 Taxes: The Tax Magazine 33 (May 2006, No. 5).
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E-Learning for Law Firms

The Effective Associate Training and Development Program 2d Ed.
Curmudgeon’s Guide to Practicing Law

The Lawyer’s Guide to Effective Yellow Pages Advertising

Attorney Liability in Bankruptcy

Information Security for Lawyers and Law Firms

Letters for Divorce Lawyers

The Military Divorce Handbook

Real Estate Lore: Modern Techniques and Everyday Tips for the Practitioner
Tax, Estate, and Lifetime Planning for Minors

Payment Bond Manual 3d Ed.

The Construction Project

ABCs of the UCC: Article 4A, Funds Transfers

Fund Director’s Guidebook

The Fidelity and Surety Desk Reference Book

The Law of Motor Vehicle Dealer Bonds

Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Business Ethics Policies

Premerger Coordination

The Merger Review Process: A Step-by-step Guide to U.S. and Foreign Merger Law 3d Ed.
Telecommunications Agreements for Commercial Buildings

A Practical Guide to Software Licensing for Licensees and Licensors: Analysis and
Model Forms

Assisted Reproductive Technology
An Interpretive Guide to the Government in the Sunshine Act 2d Ed.

The Federal Information Manual: How to Government Collects, Manages, and Discloses
Information Under FOIA and Other Statutes

Charitable Gift Planning: A Practical Guide for the Real Estate Planner
Tax Economics of Charitable Giving

Discovery Deskbook for Construction Disputes

The Electronic Evidence and Discovery Handbook

The Discovery Revolution: E-Discovery Amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Pathology of the Heart and Sudden Death in Forensic Medicine
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